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MATTER OF: National Treasury Employees Union

DIGEST:

Labor union protest, alleging nonresponsiveness of
awardee, is dismissed because union 1is not an
"interested” party for purposes of these issues
under GAO Bid Protest Procedures.

The National Treasury Employees Union (Union) protests
the award of contracts under solicitations Nos. GS-09B-83349
and -83537 issued by the General Services Administration for
leasing space for the Western Regional Office of the
Internal Revenue Service. The Union contends that the offer
of Van Ness Plaza, the awardee, which i8 located in an area
zoned C-M, 18 not responsive to the solicitation.

We dismiss the protest.,

Our Bid Protest Procedures require that a party be
"interested” in order that 1its protest be considered.
4 C.F.R. § 21.1(a) (1984), 1In determining whether a pro-
tester satisfies the interested party criterion, we examine
the degree to which the asserted interest is both estab-
lished and direct. In making this evaluation, we consider
the nature of the issues raised and the direct or indirect
benefit or relief sought by the protester. Kenneth R.
Bland, Consultant, B-184852, Oct. 17, 1975, 75-2 C.P.D.
Y 242, The party's relationship to the question raised by
the protest must be direct. Where there is an interested
party of greater interest, we generally have considered the
protester to be too remote from the cause to establish
interest within the meaning of our Bid Protest Procedures.
As a general rule, the interests involved in whether the
award of a contract i1s proper are adequately protected by
limiting the class of parties eligible to protest to dis-
appointed bidders or offerors. Die Mesh Corporation,
58 Comp. Gen. 111 (1978), 78-2 C.P.D. ¥ 374. Here, other
offerors on the solicitation are intermediate parties of
greater interest with respect to the issues regarding the
propriety of the solicitation requirements and, therefore,
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the Union is not an interested party. See International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union No. 595,
B-215633, July 23, 1984, 84-2 Cc.P.D. § 91,
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